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Dr. Robert Remini and Dr. Fred Beuttler, along 
with their staff, the Office of the Historian is 
dedicated to preserving, presenting, and fos-
tering the history of the House of Representa-
tives, the ‘‘People’s House.’’ 
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COMMEMORATING THE FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE HARRY S 
TRUMAN PRESIDENTIAL MU-
SEUM AND LIBRARY 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the 50th Anniversary of 
the Harry S Truman Presidential Museum and 
Library. Fifty years ago, on July 6, 1957, 
former President Harry S Truman, the ‘‘Man 
from Independence, Missouri,’’ proudly dedi-
cated his library. The 33rd President of the 
United States was not a wealthy man, but 
through his efforts and determination, he 
helped raise over a million dollars to build a 
place to store and exhibit his presidential pa-
pers, letters, artifacts, photos, interviews, his-
torical records, and scholarly collections. 

After leaving office, people could still visit 
with President Truman at the library where he 
greeted library patrons and easily conversed 
with visitors. Often, he would arrive earlier 
than the staff and was even known to pick up 
the phones and supply directions to the li-
brary. He was a beloved figure who was al-
ways seen walking with a cane in his hand 
and a smile on his face. It is no surprise that 
C–SPAN recently did a survey and Harry S 
Truman ranked fifth on the list of most popular 
Presidents. 

When you enter the library, you are met 
with an amazing mural painted and designed 
by the famed Missouri artist, Thomas Hart 
Benton. The mural captures the history of our 
area with images of American Indians, set-
tlers, scouts, and the common man forging 
and founding Independence and the Opening 
of the West. At one point, Benton wanted to 
include President Truman in the mural but 
Truman would have none of this. He stayed 
true to his character, only offering his distinct 
brand of criticism to the working artist rather 
than his likeness. That is until Benton chal-
lenged Truman to climb the scaffolding and 
paint alongside him. Truman responded heart-
ily by picking up a paintbrush. 

The Harry S Truman Library was the first 
Presidential Library to be created under the 
provisions of the 1955 Presidential Libraries 
Act. It was established to preserve administra-
tive correspondence and historical materials 
relating to former Presidents. Truman’s vision 
was to raise funds for the building and then 
transfer the land, the building and all its con-
tents to the government. Due in large part to 
Truman’s efforts, the public now has access to 
numerous Presidential documents that give in-
sight into the personal lives and roles of our 
country’s past and present leaders. Many 
Presidents have followed suit, and the Truman 
Presidential Library is one of twelve presi-
dential libraries in our Nation operated by the 
Federal Government. 

Mr. Truman, or ‘‘Mr. Citizen’’ as many came 
to call him, cared deeply for the American 
public. As a former farmer, soldier, and busi-

nessman, he drew on these experiences to 
become a well respected United States Sen-
ator and President. If you visit the library in 
person or delve into Truman’s life on the li-
brary’s website, you come to learn fascinating 
things about his life. 

You discover that he was a modest man 
who endured great disappointments and re-
covered from each with greater vigor and suc-
cess. In his lifetime, Truman was denied entry 
into West Point because of his poor vision, yet 
he demonstrated unforeseen courage and 
leadership on the battlefield during World War 
I. He had the daunting task of becoming Presi-
dent after Franklin D. Roosevelt’s unexpected 
death during World War II, yet he rose to the 
difficult challenges and saw the Marshall Plan 
put in effect and the allies of NATO join 
forces. Many of his Fair Deal initiatives, while 
positive and groundbreaking, stalled, but his 
Civil Rights victories forced our Armed Forces 
and Federal Government to halt and make ille-
gal any further discriminatory practices. 

As a proponent for self education, President 
Truman’s vision for the library was to make 
these materials available to the people in a 
place suitable for exhibit and research where 
anyone could come and learn about the gov-
ernment and the presidency. His reason was 
that, ‘‘the papers of the Presidents are among 
the most valuable sources of material. They 
ought to be preserved and they ought to be 
used.’’ His common sense attitude and fore-
sight are gifts that have proven to be invalu-
able. 

It is with great appreciation and high regard 
that I congratulate and thank the Truman 
Presidential Museum and Library for an amaz-
ing 50 years. Under the Truman Library Insti-
tute Board and the leadership of Directors 
Philip C. Brooks, Benedict Zobrist, Larry Hack-
man and now Michael Devine, the Truman 
Presidential Museum and Library has hosted 
Presidents, heads of state, and many dig-
nitaries. All visitors are assisted by a profes-
sional staff that provides expertise and a 
wealth of experiences for amateur historians, 
young people, and industrious scholars seek-
ing information about President Harry S Tru-
man, his life and times. They amazingly seem 
to know where to retrieve documents and pho-
tographs; they meticulously recreate rich and 
detailed displays, and are the stewards of 
priceless artifacts and information. 

Madam Speaker, please join with me as we 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the 
Harry S Truman Presidential Museum and Li-
brary that has fulfilled the 33rd President’s 
wish to make available America’s history to 
America’s people. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 26, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2643) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, Environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30 2008: 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Chairman, 
the report accompanying H.R. 2643 urges the 
Environmental Protection Agency to study the 
health and environmental effects of using 
trona in air pollution control systems. Trona is 
a naturally occurring, non-toxic mineral widely 
used in food additives, in glass manufacturing, 
paper, laundry products and medicine. It is 
odorless, non-combustible and stable in the 
air. Trona is a key ingredient of baking soda. 
In the United States, the Green River Basin of 
Wyoming is home to the world’s largest de-
posit of this incredibly useful mineral, and the 
Wyoming trona industry alone produces close 
to 20 million tons of trona and employs more 
than 2,000 people every year. 

For almost 20 years, trona has also played 
a critical and growing role in air pollution con-
trol at coal-fired power plants, cement plants, 
municipal incinerators and similar facilities 
around the country, including Alaska, Colo-
rado, Florida, Virginia and Washington. Texas- 
based Solvay Chemicals, Inc. pioneered the 
use of trona in air pollution control systems, 
and it is the only company in the United 
States that produces trona products for that 
purpose. 

Trona works in air pollution control systems, 
and it works well. The EPA, which has repeat-
edly approved the use of trona in air pollution 
control systems since 1989, reports that those 
systems have actually reduced sulfur dioxide 
emissions by more than 85 percent and hydro-
chloric acid emissions by 95 percent at sev-
eral power plants around the country, without 
increasing particulate matter emissions. 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS AND RE-
LATED PROGRAMS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 21, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2764) making ap-
propriations for the Department of State, 
foreign operations, and related programs for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Chairman, it is unfortunate 
that the State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs Appropriations bill, H.R. 2764, 
contains language that undermines the Mexico 
City Policy. While the State-Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations Subcommittee Chair-
woman NINA LOWEY (D–NY) drafted a bill that 
included excellent funding levels for foreign 
nations in need of assistance, her amendment 
would essentially gut the Mexico City Policy. 
This will have a devastating effect on women 
and families overseas. 

The Reagan administration, in 1984, re-
stricted U.S. population aid by terminating 
USAID support for any foreign NGO that was 
involved in promoting or performing abortions 
as a method of family planning in other na-
tions. This was called the ‘‘Mexico City Pol-
icy,’’ named after the location of the United 
Nations population conference where the pol-
icy was first announced. In 1993, President 
Clinton rescinded the policy imposed by the 
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Reagan and Bush administrations. As his first 
act in office, President George W. Bush re-
stored the Mexico City Policy on January 20, 
2001 and released a letter stating, ‘‘I will veto 
any legislation that weakens current Federal 
policies and laws on abortion, or that encour-
ages the destruction of human life at any 
stage.’’ 

The Mexico City Policy should not have 
been weakened. Taxpayer dollars should not, 
in any way, be used to promote abortion as a 
method of family planning. The United States 
should never be active in promoting abortions 
overseas. Instead, the U.S. should offer family 
planning programs that support the health of 
the mother, child and family unit. 

There are several known organizations that 
use U.S. foreign aid funding to promote and 
provide abortions, as well as sterilizations, 
overseas. In 1998, newspapers were filled 
with stories of women participating in U.S. 
funded family planning programs who were 
forced to undergo sterilization procedures, es-
pecially in Peru. There were also stories of 
women coerced to participate in family plan-
ning programs by threatening to withhold food, 
clothing and shelter from their family. 

In response to these atrocities, I introduced 
an amendment to the State, Foreign Oper-
ations Appropriations bill in 1998 that defined 
the meaning of ‘‘voluntary participation’’ in 
family planning programs. It was to ensure the 
NGOs receiving USAID funding for family 
planning programs understood what voluntary 
participation meant and required informed con-
sent for women on the benefits and risks as-
sociated with different family planning meth-
ods. Since it was enacted for fiscal year 1999, 
there have been several violations and 
vulnerabilities in countries receiving funding. 
These violations and vulnerabilities were iden-
tified and corrected by USAID. 

Without strong direction from the United 
States on how taxpayer dollars are spent, we 
will continue to find violations that are destruc-
tive to women and families. 

It is due to the Lowey amendment, which 
undermines the Mexico City Policy, that I will 
be voting against final passage of a bill that 
contained important foreign aid for countries in 
need, such as Israel. It is unfortunate this 
amendment was adopted, and organizations 
that promote and perform abortions to the 
women overseas will be able to receive U.S. 
taxpayer funding. It is my hope the Senate will 
take up this bill and strike this harmful lan-
guage. 

Tonight, I will vote against H.R. 2476 on the 
basis that it clearly undermines good policy 
and subjects what could have been a good 
piece of legislation to a veto by the President. 
I urge my colleagues to vote against final pas-
sage of this bill. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 26, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 2643) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Chairman, two days ago 
the House voted to defeat an amendment to 
H.R. 2643 offered by Mr. PETERSON that would 
have lifted the moratoria on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf for natural-gas only leasing. While 
I voted against the amendment, I wanted to 
elaborate on my views on this matter. 

I certainly support the gentleman’s goal of 
increasing our access to domestic supplies of 
natural gas, and we have demonstrated that it 
is possible to explore and produce oil and gas 
in our oceans and remain environmentally re-
sponsible at the same time. There are dozens 
of platforms operating off the coast of Cali-
fornia today, producing nearly 30 million bar-
rels of oil and 60 billion cubic feet of natural 
gas each year while releasing a negligible 
amount of that into the environment. There 
hasn’t been a spill of larger than 50 barrels 
since 1996, and there has not been a truly 
significant spill in nearly 40 years. 

This demonstrates that when oil and gas 
development is done correctly, it can be a tre-
mendous resource with little detrimental envi-
ronmental impact. I support taking a close look 
at areas that are currently under a morato-
rium, so that we understand both the opportu-
nities and the risks of opening up these re-
gions. 

Unfortunately, we are sorely lacking up-to- 
date information on the oil and natural re-
sources of our Outer Continental Shelf. Earlier 
today I chaired a hearing in the Energy and 
Mineral Resources Subcommittee, in which 
the Acting Director of the Minerals Manage-
ment Service, Walter Cruickshank, testified 
that the most recent data on the Atlantic and 
Pacific coasts was collected in the late 1970s. 
When opponents of Outer Continental Shelf 
development argue that 80 percent of the oil 
and gas is already accessible to leasing, they 
are using badly outdated data. 

If we are going to have this discussion, we 
need to have a much better knowledge of the 
extent and value of the oil and gas resources 
of the Outer Continental Shelf. Only then will 
we be able to really look at the big picture and 
determine the proper balance between energy 
development and other important resource val-
ues, including tourism, fisheries and national 
security, to name a few. 

My primary concern with Mr. PETERSON’S 
amendment is that it proposed to allow for 
gas-only leases. 

Unfortunately, this idea is, quite simply, not 
feasible. 

There are various reasons I come to this 
conclusion. Most fundamentally, however, is 
the simple fact that oil and gas are often co- 
located and it is unrealistic to assume or as-
sert that the industry would be interested in 
buying a lease that would preclude develop-
ment of any oil found in the leased tract. As 
the former director of the Minerals Manage-
ment Service, Johnnie Burton, said in a Sen-
ate hearing just last year, the vast majority of 
comments they received from the oil and gas 
industry on this idea were negative, because 
it was, ‘‘not terribly practical.’’ The fact is, as 
Ms. Burton put it, ‘‘you never know what you 
are going to find until you drill.’’ 

I maintain that we should certainly be taking 
a hard look at those areas that are currently 
off limits, many of which may be appropriate 

places to explore. As Chairman of the Energy 
and Mineral Resources subcommittee, I look 
forward to working with my colleagues to help 
craft a forward-thinking energy bill that looks 
at the big picture, and admit that there is no 
silver bullet for solving our nation’s energy 
challenges. We must increase domestic pro-
duction of fossil fuels while at the same time 
focusing on renewables, conservation, and en-
suring that we strike the proper balance of de-
velopment of our nation’s abundant resources 
and good environmental stewardship. 
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HONOR OF CITY OF HASTINGS, 
NEBRASKA 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, it 
is with great pleasure that I rise today to honor 
a community in Nebraska’s Third Congres-
sional District, the City of Hastings, for being 
named the Greenest City in America by 
Yahoo! Incorporated. The contest to be the 
Greenest City in America began on May 14 
and ended earlier this month. 

Residents of Hastings made an online 
pledge on Yahoo’s website to live their every-
day lives in a more environmentally-friendly 
way and then followed through on their 
pledges. I am proud Hastings earned this title, 
and I look forward to its ongoing efforts to 
make the City as eco-friendly as possible. 

This contest and the improvements Hastings 
made on its way to the top are perfect exam-
ples of an effective and fun way to protect our 
environment and learn about activities which 
can improve our lives. This is also a perfect 
example of how a private company—not a 
government mandate—can encourage cities 
throughout America to improve their local 
communities. This was not a government pro-
gram compelling improvement, it was a private 
company helping towns and cities do what is 
right, and I commend both Hastings and 
Yahoo for their stewardship. 

I hope other companies follow Yahoo’s lead, 
as I hope other communities in our country fol-
low Hastings’ example. 
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RECOGNIZING ‘‘NATIONAL HOME-
LESS YOUTH AWARENESS 
MONTH’’ 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 28, 2007 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
today Representative MCDERMOTT and I intro-
duced a resolution to designate November as 
national homeless youth awareness month. 

Earlier this month the Ways and Means In-
come Security and Family Support Sub-
committee on which I serve as Ranking Mem-
ber held a hearing on ‘‘disconnected youth.’’ 
That’s a group that includes young people 
who often drop out of school, don’t work, and 
wind up on the streets. These young people 
may have family conflict issues, may experi-
ence abuse and neglect, or may be or have 
been in the past involved in the foster care 
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